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The Reading Words’ Social Functions of the Rituals of Jingpo People in Dehong Area

ZHAO Lan-fang
(School of Art and Design, Yunnan University, Yunnan Kunming 650091, China)

Abstract . Etiquette is an interpersonal relationship and people shall abide by it as a habit in their communication. Jingpo people’s im-
portant rituals include birth, wedding, funeral, harvest and migration etc. There are relevant reading words in every ritual step, which
are the centralized expressions of the Jingpo people’s life faith, morality, values and folk customs. In their social life, the reading
words play an important ritual role, which have obvious and long-term effects on organizing, coordinating and uniting the relationships
between the social members, and then regulating social roles, reconstructing ethics and modeling personality. The different elements of

the reading words show the Jingpo people’s folkways from various levels and different perspectives.
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