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The Split Identity, the Collage-like Narration
—An Interpretation of Indeterminacy on Waiting for the Barbarians

WANG Da-peng, CHEN Ling
(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650500 China)

Abstract; Waiting for the Barbarians is written by ] M. Coetzee, a South African writer. It tells about the colonial history of an empire

invading a horde in the first narrative participant with obvious postmiodernist indetermaincy features. Tt reflects characters’ entangle-

ments and flounders by the broken plots and disordered collages. The indetermincy in charatcters’ identity and narration allow readers

to decode the implied meaning in the text, which deepens readers’ experience of the text. In addition, the use of indeterminacy shows

the disordered, contradictory, illusory, split, arbitrary and indeterminate living conditions of humans in postmodern society.
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