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Research on Song Lian’s Social Activities in Buddhist Circle

JIA Suhui
(College of Liberal Arts, Shanghai University, Shanghai, China 200444 )

Abstract: Song lian’s Life could be divided into three periods, i. e. the pre-official, the in-official and the post official, which brought
him three circles of friends. He learnt from Huang Jin and made friends with Buddhist monk Qian Yan, for example, before he took office

in Nanjing; after he was appointed an official, the friends he made were related to Da Tian Jie Temple; in his retirement, his making

friends were based on geographical relationship and reputation and the three circles are interwoven and interconnected. Song’s social inter-

actions with the Buddhist monks shapes him as a scholar of Confucius-Buddhist, of which Confucianism was his main research.
Key words: Song Lian; social activities in Buddhist circle; circle of friends; Confucius-Buddhist relation; Buddhism thought
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