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Virtual Linguistic Landscapes and Translanguaging Practices in Black Myth .
Wukong from a Chinese Cultural Communication Perspective

JING Chao, CHANG Zhou
(School of Foreign Languages and Cultures, [Jilin University, Changchun 130012, Jilin, China)

Abstract: As Chinese games expand into global markets, digital platforms have become important sites for the circulation of knowledge
about Chinese culture. Taking Black Myth: Wukong as the case, this study combines a virtual linguistic landscape perspective with
translanguaging and transknowledging, drawing on qualitative analysis of YouTube walkthroughs and Reddit discussions of the
transliteration, explanation, and negotiation of Chinese-character icons, Buddhist inscriptions, and the game’s yin — yang mechanic.
The study argues that community translanguaging practices facilitate a renegotiation of epistemic authority around culturally marked
knowledge. Cultural elements in the game are transformed from “visible markers” into key interpretive resources for making sense of
rules, optimizing strategies, and organizing discussion. In doing so, the study sheds light on how knowledge about Chinese culture is
reproduced within a global digital context, and it foregrounds the effects of virtual linguistic landscapes on cultural interpretation across
online platforms.

Key words: virtual linguistic landscape; translanguaging practices; transknowledging; Black Myth: Wukong; Chinese traditional
culture
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