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How to Deal with the Issue on the Nature of Locke’s Ideas

—From the Perspective of Locke’s Definition of “Idea”

XU Huizhong
(School of Marxism, Kunming University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650214)

Abstract; In defining the word “idea” , Locke uses the terms of “phantasm” , “notion” and “species” in the general sense of scholasti-
cism. In scholasticism, notions and species are different from sensations and images. They are not the sensual ideas, but the intellectual
ideas. Locke’s “idea” includes not only sensations and images, but also the intellectual ideas. On the traditional issue of the nature of
ideas, Locke is not a pure imagist. In a sense, Locke is also an intellectualist.
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