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The Establishment and Operation of Guangxi Military Fortress in the Middle

and Late Ming Dynasty as Seen in Toujiang Fortress Literature of Guilin

REN Jianmin'
. Genter for Historical Anthropology, dSun Yat-sen Unwersity, Guangzhou, Guangdong, China H
(1. C Historical Anthropol Sun Ye University, G h G d China 510275
2. Department of History, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, China 510275)

Abstract; Traditional China has a long experience in border governance, which has made important contributions to the consolidation
and development of China as a unified multi-ethnic country. Many border governance experiences with Chinese historical characteristics
still have significant reference to the present day. Reclamation and border defense were important contents of ancient China’s border
governance strategy. During the Jiajing reign of the Ming Dynasty, Guangxi local government began to set up a large number of military
fortresses in military strongholds in eastern Guangxi, and recruited chieftain soldiers from western Guangxi to cultivate and defend. This
arlicle takes the documents of Toujiang Fortress in Guilin of Guangxi as the main material , and takes the establishment and operation of
military fortresses in Yining and Lingchuan counties in the northern part of Guilin as the main research object. It explores the
establishment process of military fortresses in eastern Guangxi and its complex relationship with the surrounding local society in the
middle and late Ming Dynasty, and analyzes the compilation background, motivation, and historical reconstruction process of relevant
documents, in order to deepen the understanding of the operational mode of military fortresses in Guangxi during the Ming Dynasty. This
study points out that the establishment of military fortresses in eastern Guangxi often took the conflict between local households and the
Yao and Zhuang peoples as an important opportunity. After the suppression, the chieftain soldiers settled down as fortress soldiers, and
the field of Yao and Zhuang became the fortress field. This period of stationing garrison history was still emphasized by the descendants
of the fortress soldiers in the Ming and Qing Dynasty. The relevant historical experience of Guangxi military fortresses participating in
local construction and responsibility adjustment during the Ming and Qing Dynasty still has reference value for today’s border stationing
garrison policy.

Key words: Guangxi; chieftain soldiers; soldier fortress; fortress fields; reclamation and border defense
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