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Knowledge Innovation and Discipline Construction of Chinese Ethnology in the New Era

HE Ming, PU Chengshan
( Center for Southwest Frontier Ethnic Minority of China, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650091 )

Abstract: The emergence of the discipline is the result of both a classification of knowledge and a division of labor in knowledge
production, as well as a historical artifact of disciplinary institutionalization. Disciplined knowledge production has characteristics of
lerritorialization, paradigmization, and institutionalization, which may bring some drawbacks to knowledge production in certain contexts
and lead to academic alienation and involution. However, these drawbacks are not the inevitable result of the disciplinization of
knowledge production. What is important is to accurately grasp the relationship between discipline construction and knowledge
production, and realize that knowledge innovation is the purpose of discipline construction, and discipline construction should serve and
be subordinated to knowledge innovation. There are two major deficiencies in the current knowledge system of Chinese ethnography :
westernization and outdatedness, thus unable to effectively analyze the ethnological phenomena in the new era. The center of the
discipline construction of ethnology in the new era is to construct China’s independent ethnological knowledge system and realize the
coupling of the disciplinary characteristics of ethnology and the meaning of China’s independent knowledge system. In constructing the
knowledge system of ethnology in the new era, efforts should be made to; (1) anchoring the knowledge system in the Chinese reality
and avoiding the weslernization of it; (2) resling on the contemporary and responding to the mission of the era; (3) basing on the social
facts of China and seeking knowledge from the facts; (4) adhering to the problem-oriented approach and avoiding the game of words;
(5) discovering the local concepts and discourse based on the traditional culture; and (6) focusing on the continuous promotion of
knowledge innovation.

Key words: independent discourse system; discipline construction in the new era; ethnology; knowledge innovation

(REHE: HiEH)



