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Economic Development Level Evaluation and Path Selection of County-level Parks in

Latecomer Areas: An example from Zhaotong, Yunnan

YI Lingyu'?, WU Youde'
(1. Department of Geography, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650504 ;
2. Zhaotong Bureau of Statistics, Zhaotong, Yunnan, China 657099)

Abstract: In the overall pattern of regional economic development, Yunnan Province promotes the development idea of “three major
economies” as a whole, among which the park economy is crucial to the high-quality economic development of post development areas.
This study takes Zhao tong City in Yunnan Province as an example to explore the regional characteristics and development path of county
park economy. By combing the spatial layout and resource conditions of Zhao tong City, this paper defines its advantages and
disadvantages, and constructs a comprehensive evaluation system of 41 indicators including five elements of economy, society, ecology,
human resources and industrial policy, so as to provide theoretical guidance and decision support for the post development areas. Using
principal component analysis (PCA) and K-means clustering algorithm, combined with the life cycle theory of industrial parks, this
paper evaluates and classifies the industrial parks in Zhao tong City, and predicts the development trend and potential risks. The results
show that Zhao tong industrial parks can be divided into five types: economic leading, transformation and upgrading, stable
development, growth and development, and start-up. Different types of parks face different challenges and opportunities, and need to
implement differentiation strategies. The research provides decision support for policy makers, constructs an analytical framework
combining theory with practice, and puts forward targeted policy suggestions, which can help post development regions to improve
industrial competitiveness and economic development level, promote regional economic transformation, upgrading and sustainable
development, and provide theoretical guidance and practical reference for the economic development of county parks in post development
regions in China.

Key words: industrial park economy; county-level; latecomer areas; high quality development; path
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