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Guarding and Defense: Analysis on Yunnan Fu and the Distribution of

the Guard Towns in the Ming Dynasty

LIU Yatao

( Yunnan Institute of Ethnic Studies, Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650500)

Abstract: In the Ming Dynasty, Yunnan Fu was the political, transportation and military center of the Yunnan Province, and it is also

the focus of the imperial government. As the cornerstone of the Ming central government over the entire Yunnan region, after the
pacification of Yunnan Province in the 15th year of Hongwu emperor Taizu of the Ming Dynasty, that is 1382, the central government

began to deploy a large number of Guard Towns in Yunnan Fu. In terms of settings, the Guard Towns of Yunnan Prefecture mainly
deployed along important communication lines and military sites for defense, showing a typical pattern of “heavy inside and light

outside” , and the mutual interaction and defense between the Guard Towns built a tight military system, reflecting the contemporary

central governmental strategic intention for Yunnan province.
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