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Comparison between the Theory of “Reasonable Explanation” and “Fusion of Horizons” .
A Dialogue between the Interpretation Theory of Chinese

Classical Literature and Western Hermeneutics

HUANG Mai, YU Zhiyun, LUO Jinfang

(College of Literature, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650500 )

Abstract: “Reasonable explanation” is a literary interpretation method and theory proposed by Liu Xie in the article Carving a Dragon
at the Core of Literature: Bosom Friend, which advocates exploring the author’s emotion relying on the text and embodies the Chinese
classical poetics interpretation; and “fusion of horizons” is Gadamer’s hermeneutic theory to explore the nature of activities, which
regards the fusion of reader’s vision and author’s vision as the process and essence of understanding. These two explanatory theories
embody the different characteristics of Chinese and Western hermeneutics. To make a comparative study of them from the perspectives of
micro and macro, and then reflect on their rationality and limitations in theory is conducive for the two theories to learn from each other,
in order to promote the communication and dialogue between Chinese and western hermeneutics, and further to construct a more
scientific and reasonable hermeneutic aesthetics.
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