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On the Normal State of Childhood and the Spirit of Era in Children’s Literature .
With a Sample of Li Xuebin’s New Novel

LI Yan, CHEN Siying

(School of Literature, Nanjing Xiaozhuang Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, China 210017)

Abstract; The masterpieces of children’s novels tend to express the true lives of childhood in depth and richness, thus to show the

children’s personality, ideal and spiritual outlook in a specific era, and realize the exploration and pursuit of childhood spirits. Li

Xuebin, the well-known writer in children’s literature, has shown the present childhood of “Chinese style” with his new novel When the

Dragon Looks up, the Pig will Fly, through his writing of “normal” lives of some children from outskirts and the urban districts. He

skillfully uses the narrative “dual structure” and artistically explores the childhood culture spirits, reflects the social transformation of

the profound influence of the new generation. The novel constitutes a successful exploration and artistic breakthrough in the writing of

“normal” states in childhood of contemporary era in children’s novels.
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