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The Debate between Energy Development and Nature Conservation .
The Storm King Controversy in the 1960s ~70s and Its Thinking

TU Shanshan

(College of Sociology and History, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, Fujian, China 350117)

Abstract; In 1960s and 1970s, environmentalists and energy developers launched a fierce controversy about the proposed pumped

storage plant of Con Edison on Storm King Mountain (N.Y. ). Among them, the former, represented by Scenic Hudson Preservation

Conference, was committed to protecting the natural environment of Hudson Valley, while the latter agreed the construction of pumped

storage plant that represented by Con Edison and other power companies. Finally, the controversy ended with the signing of Hudson

River Peace Treaty. This controversy reflected the public’s efforts to seek a balance between energy development and natural protection,

which had a far-reaching influence on the development of the modern American environmental movement.
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