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From the External Captives to the Internal Subordinates

——The Transformation of the Political Status of the Tumote in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

ZHAO Fa
(Mongolian History Department, Inner Mongolia University, Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, China 010021)

Abstract: During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the political identity of the Mongolian Tumote tribe experienced a transition from External
Captives to Internal Subordinates. After Altan’s death, the Tumd nobles ransacked each other, their power was dispersed, and the tribes
were separated. This is the deep-seated cause of the changes in the Tumd tribe. The Ming Court regarded Tumote as an External Captives
and restricted the development of Tumote by adjusting business affairs and interfered with the leader of Tumote. The conquests from Lin-
dan Khan, the Khan of Chahar, Mongolia caused serious damages to Tumote. As the consequences, the people of Tumote were separated
from him. After Houjin defeated Chahar, he recruited Tumote to disperse the tribes, and took the Ombu rebellion as an opportunity to
deprive the Golden Family of the right to rule Tumote. After that, Tumote became an Internal Subordinate to Houjin.

Key words: Tumote; the Ming and Qing Dynasties; political identity; external captives; internal subordinates
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