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The History and Biography of Mermaid: On The Little Mermaid from the Perspective of Feminism

PENG Minyu

(College of Literature and Journalism, Ocean University of China, Qingdao, Shandong, China 266100)

Abstract: In the text of The Little Mermaid that influenced by folk tales, the role of little mermaid is attached by the same characteris-
tics and destiny model as the past image of mermaid. These common characteristics all mean that women are demonized, accused and

covered by history. In terms of social status and discourse power, Hans Christian Andersen who has similar “female” demands used

autobiographical writing as an expression strategy. He rewrote the previous image and the destiny model of mermaid. By his writing,

The little mermaid breaks the past image that is obscured by history. The text of The Little Mermaid can not only be regarded as the au-

thor’s personal autobiography, but also recounts the history of mermaid from constructing the image of banshee to the breaking of this

image.
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