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Roland Barthes’s Thoughts Turning to Resist Myth: From “Despoiling Language” to “Liberating Signifier”

YU Ziran

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650091)

Abstract: Roland Barthes defined myth as a speech way and analyzed the myth by using Saussurean semiotic theory, and thus contem-

porary myth is the language after the despoiling of bourgeois ideology. Barthes borrowed from linguistic theory and proposed to construct

a new symbolic chain to break the contemporary myth with the purpose of despoiling the language. Under the combined influence of the

development of text theory, the outbreak of the May Storm event and the rise of Deconstructivism, Barthes reflected and criticized the

method of despoiling language and proposed to break the fixed relationship between the signifier and signified. Barthes advocated the

pleasure and bliss of writing and reading activities, and finally resisted contemporary myth in the way of liberating signifier.
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