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On the Translating and Collating The Explore Journey to the North of Cambodia
by Ding Richang: Also on the Trend of Translated Books in the Westernization
Movement in the Late Qing Dynasty

LIU Lichao
(School of History and Archives, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650091)

Abstract: The Explore Journey to the North of Cambodia was translated by other scholar and then collated by Ding Richang, one of the
famous Ministers of westernization, and many block-printed editions are found for it. Francis Gamier, the author of this book, explored
the Mekong Route in 1866 with a large and well-equipped expedition in order to open the trade route to the hinterland of China, but the
expedition proved that the Mekong was not navigable. After the exploration, Francis Gamier finished the book with his own experience,
which caused a contemporary sensation. The translation process of this book reflects the popularization of the Western books translation
in the Westernization Movement in the late Qing Dynasty, which was also regarded as one of the important measures to strengthen the
national power.
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