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A Study of Memorial Texts from the Officials in Yunnan Province on the

Negotiation between China and France in the Late Qing Dynasty
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Abstract: Yunnan in the late Qing Dynasty was an important channel for French colonists to enter China. Many matters related to the

crisis management in the southwest frontier were recorded in the memorials between the major governors of Yunnan province and the cen-

tral emperors. These memorials are numerous, rich in content and of high historical value, and they are the most direct and important

documentary evidence for the study of southwest frontier history and China’s modernization. The memorials are scattered in various his-

torical records, and most of them still exist in ancient books.
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