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Southeast Asian New Chinese Migrants: Rheological Mechanisms, Structural Tensions,

and Intergenerational Transition

DONG Xiangyun, XU Rong
(School of Marxism, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650500)

Abstract: Since China’s reform and opening — up, the migration of Chinese new immigrants in Southeast Asia has exhibited dynamic
rheological mechanisms, structural tensions, and intergenerational transformation. The study identifies the core question, which is what
factors drive this migratory flow, and how does intergenerational transformation occur? Analysis reveals that policy orientation and
institutional environments shape migration patterns, with systemic loopholes in Southeast Asian visa policies serving as a primary driver
of “institutional arbitrage” , exerting greater influence than economic factors. Religious conflicts and cultural barriers hinder social
integration, while economic opportunities fail to overcome these non — economic constraints. New Immigrants leverage transnational
networks to achieve “ deterritorialization — reembedding” in local societies. Findings indicate structural dilemmas within migrant
communities, yet the younger generation attains upward mobility through educational and occupational restructuring, simultaneously
facilitating the indigenization of Chinese culture. This paper constructs a multidimensional analytical framework to provide theoretical
insights for understanding intergenerational migration evolution and regional governance.

Key words: structural tension; intergenerational transformation; rheological mechanisms
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