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Analysis of Failed Language Planning Based on the Driving Process Theory: Taking Algeria as an Example
WU Lijia
(School of International Business, Zhejiang Financial College, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China 310000)

Abstract; Drawing upon Denis Ager’s theory of motivation in language planning, this study constructs a *“ Driving Process Model of
Language Planning”. Taking Algeria’s language planning practices during the four decades following its independence (1962—2002)
as a case study, it examines the interaction mechanisms among three core elements: language attitudes, planning motivations, and
planning objectives, to analyze the underlying causes of the sub-optimal outcomes of its language planning. The research finds that the
post-independence language planning in Algeria, centered on modern standard Arabic, encountered significant challenges due to the
government’s failure to guide public language attitudes effectively, motivational conflicts among planning agents, and the disconnect
between implementation strategies/indicators and ground realities. This case reveals that successful language planning relies not only on
goal-setting but crucially on ensuring the internal coherence among language attitudes, motivations, and objectives-particularly the
achievement of “motivational resonance” among diverse planning agents. The study offers theoretical and practical insights for language
planning in multilingual nations and post-colonial contexts.

Key words: Algeria; language planning; driving process; language attitudes; planning motivations; planning objectives

(RfEHE: 7 18)

.62 -



