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Engels-Tkachev Controversy and the Historical Emergence of Marxist Social Crossing Thought

LI Guifeng', JIANG Bingqing’
(1. School of Marxism, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin, Guangxi, China 541004 ;
2. School of Marxism, Kunming University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650214 )

Abstract; The Controversy between Engels and Tkachev between 1874 and 1875 was a direct collision between Marxism and Russian
populism. The controversy was a product of the broader context of the struggle against Bakuninism by Marx and Engels. In the
Controversy,, Engels publicly explained the prospects for the development of the Russian rural commune and the future trend of Russia’s
social development based on the fundamental principles of scientific socialism. In On the Social Question in Russia, Engels first
proposed the idea of Russia’s Crossing, laying the groundwork for the in-depth elaboration of this idea and promoting the historical
emergence of the Marxist Crossing socialthought. A thorough exploration of the intrinsic connection between the debate and the Marxist
Crossing thought is not only significant for understanding this important event in the history of the international communist movement
itself but also for a more profound understanding of Marx and Engels’ Crossing thought. At the same time, it is also of great significance
for our correct understanding of Marxism.

Key words: Controversy between Engels and Tkachev; Marxism; Russian populism; Russian rural commune; Crossing the “Kavdin
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