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On Fan Peng’s Inheritance and Variation of the Poetic Theories of the Former Seven Scholars

SHI Xiaojun, ZHANG Peilin
(School of Liberal Arts, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong, China 510632)

Abstract: The Former Seven Scholars, led by Li mengyang and He jingming, emerged in the Ming Dynasty during the Hongzhi and
Zhengde periods. They vigorously advocated retro, which formed a far-reaching retro trend in an impressive display of power or influence
at that time. Fan Peng learned from He jingming, inherited the retro theory of the Former Seven Scholars and at the same time, thought
about and corrected the abuses presented by the Former Seven Scholars in theoretical construction and creative practice, thus creating a
new dimension in the process of inheritance. He inherited the retro consciousness of the Former Seven Scholars, but aiming at their
narrowness, expanded the objects of imitation from the High Tang to the Early Tang. He followed their awareness of distinguishing poetic
genres and emphasized true feelings in poetry, but attached more importance to the social function of poelry, stressing poetic education
and advocating “ literature as a vehicle for morality”. Influenced by the Former Seven Scholars in his early years, he held the
consciousness of “revering Du Fu” , while in his later years, inspired by He jingming, he proposed the theory of “variant styles” in Du
Fu’s poems.

Key words: Fan Peng; the Former Seven Scholars; poetic thoughts; inheritance and variation
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