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The Spatial and temporal Features and Evolutionary Logic of Construction and
Development of a Law-Based Government over Fifteen Years: Analysis Based
on the “China Law-Based Government Award”

MA Tianci
(School of Accounting, Lanzhou University of Finance and Economics, Lanzhou, Gansu, China 730101)

Abstract: The construction of a law-based government is pivolal to the modernization of national governance. Drawing on 154 award-
winning projects of the “China Law-Based Government Award” , this article examines the development and evolutionary logic of China’s
law-based government construction over the past fifteen years. Taking “how to build” a law-based government as the logical starting
point and research focus, the study further explores the issues of “how lo evaluate” it and the “interaction between evaluation and
construction”. By analyzing the spatiotemporal distribution characteristics of the award-winning projects, the article reveals regional
disparities in the process of local legalization. It further refines the evolutionary logic across multiple dimensions, including actors,
concepts, and institutions. Additionally, the article outlines development pathways, such as reshaping the indicator system, aiming to
provide references for the construction of a law-based China and the realization of its aspirational goals.

Key words: law-based government; Law-based Government Award; evolutionary logic; path selection
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