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The Formation and Expansion of the Foundational Aesthetic Concept of “Xie”

in Ancient Chinese Painting. Focusing on the Tang and Song Dynasties

XUE Fuxing
( College of Philosophy, Nankai University, Tianjin, China 300353 )

Abstract: Conducting a specific investigation into the emergence and developmental history of particular concepts within the context of
ancient Chinese painting history holds significant case study value for research into the history of aesthetic concepts in ancient Chinese
painting. Based on a thorough review of relevant concepts in foundational texts of ancient Chinese painting history and a careful analysis
of the theoretical connotations of each related concept, the following understanding can be derived: “Xie” ( writing/painting) is a
fundamental concept in the aesthetic theory of ancient Chinese painting, serving as its meta-concept, around which a cluster of related
concepts is formed. “Xie” underwent a transformation from a concept rooted in daily life to one specifically associated with painting.
The Wei and Jin periods marked the birth of the concept of “Xie” in painting, the Tang Dynasty saw its conscious application, and the
Song Dynasty was its expansion phase. The standalone concept of “Xie” represents a universal idea about painting, effectively applied
across figure, landscape, and {lower-and-bird painting genres. The cluster of compound concepls centered around “Xie” is used lo
describe specific topics unique to ancient Chinese painting, primarily applied in figure and flower-and-bird painting genres. The concept
of “Xie” forms an organic system with inherent tension, profoundly revealing the deep-seated contradiction between replication and
creation within the art of painting. Essentially, “Xie” is a metaphorical concept that unveils the eternal dilemma faced by human artistic
and cultural creation and continuation endeavors. As a meta-concepl in the aesthelic theory of ancient Chinese painting, “Xie” on one
hand bridges the two artistic domains of calligraphy and painting, highlighting the unique destiny and style of ancient Chinese art,
particularly the strong influence of calligraphy on painting; on the other hand, it also constitutes a philosophy of art: by interpreting art
between the poles of continuation and creation, it demonstrates the universal artistic and cultural functions that various art forms
possess, capable of transcending geographical and temporal boundaries.

Key words: Xie (depicting) ; metaconcept of painting aesthetics; formation; expansion; replication and creation
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