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On the Early forms of the Anthologies and Series from the Ancient

Books Written on Bamboo Slips and Silk

QIU Wen-rong

(Institute of Ancient Chinese Language and Documents, Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: The ancient writers always expressed their viewpoints orally instead of recording them on paper and the oral expressions were

collected by the later generation to be the works. The two main forms of the collection were anthologies and series, which existed in the

pre-Qin period. During that period, the form of the books was bamboo slips and the single article was the main form to be inherited.

There was no clear difference between the contemporary articles and books since a lot of unearthed bamboo slips and silk have the quali-

ties of both anthology and series. Therefore, there was no clear difference between the early forms of the anthologies and series.
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