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Limitations and Possibilities: The Subjectivity Construction of

Mentally Retarded Characters in Children’s Fictions

SHI Ying
(Suzhou Early Childhood Education College, Suzhou, Jiangsu, China 215000)

Abstract : The mentally retarded children is a special group and it is a challenge for the construction of the subjectivity from the mentally

retarded children in children’s fictions. Subjective characteristics of children are narratively constructed in the two fictions, You are My

Baby and I am an Idiot, in which the themes are about mentally retarded children. The former stresses the identification with the re-

straints of the mentally retarded children, involving the dilemma of their lives and ignorance of initiatives. The latter emphasizes the val-

ue recognition of “kindness” , including naive and staticizing the characteristics so that the growth with the needs of higher levels is neg-

lected.
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