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The Geopolitics and the North — South Policies in the Early Song Dynasty

WEN Xuanxuan
(School of History and Culture, Henan University, Kaifeng, Henan, China 475001 )

Abstract; Emperor Taizu of Song Dynasty developed the strategies of the “North — South different policies” for the geopolitical charac-

teristics about the regimes of the warlord separatists in the north and the independent regimes in the south. In the north, three policies

were developed including “weakening the power of military leaders, controlling regional finances and collecting good soldiers” and more

policies that all of the officials knew more about military and local affaires to consolidate the ruling. In the south, strategies were used

involving military conquest and peaceful reunification. According to the importance and political needs of different regions, the policies

for the central plains standard were carried out by the contemporary government in the early Song Dynasty, in which the keys were the

government was in the north, the northern people were employed and the policies in the north were kept and developed.
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