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On the Polysyllabic Words with the Structure of “Hand and Weapon”

SU Li
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, China 210097)

Abstract: The polysyllabic words with the structure of “hand and weapon” are used more frequently in historical and military docu-
ments. These words were coined in the middle modern Chinese era and are still used in modern Chinese era. However, because of the
development, the concepts, the senses and the structures of these words have been changed. As a whole, these disyllabic words show
the trend of development from verbs to nouns. With the appearance of the verb phrase form such as “hand and sword” , the disyllabic
words become nominal compounds with structural features of derivatives because of the combination of semantic elements.
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