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Analysis on the Speech Level Shift in Japanese Advice Conversation: Research on the

Discourse of the Close Relationship between the Seniors and the Juniors
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(Foreign Languages Department, Guang Dong Polytechnic College, Zhaoging, Guangdong, China 526100)

Abstract ; In Japanese conversation, Japanese learners need to distinguish the differences between the polite forms and the general forms
of the language according to the different contexts such as the social status of the speakers, the relationship between the speakers, differ-
ent occasions and topics. However, Japanese native speakers mix the polite form and the general form together, rather than using the
same speech level in a conversation. During the daily conversations, Japanese native speakers often switch the speech levels constantly
in order to pass on the information and keep the good relationship.
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