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The Formation and Concrete Performance for the Concept of

“Prudence” in the Process of Officials’ Dealing with the Cases in the Qing Dynasty

—Taking the Case of “Xingzhi” in The Official Documents of Luxiang as an Example

SHI Quan
(Faculty of Humanities, Qinghai Normal University, Xi'ning, Qinghai, China 810000 )

Abstract: The strict procedural description is given for the matters that need to be paid attention to officials’ dealing with the cases, de-
manding the officials to take on the individual responsibilities for their judging results. The purpose is to reduce the numbers of the wrong-

ful convictions in the judicial process and gradually establish the credibility of national laws for the public. Under the influence of this
“judge responsibility” system, officials adhere to a “prudent” approach to the relevant evidences that may affect the final outcomes of the
cases. According to the judicial process of Xingzhi Case in The Official Documents of Luxiang, it is clear of the presiding officers’ reasona-
ble doubt, consideration and analysis for the cases, and furthermore, the objective fairness of the case results can be realized.
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