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Who are the Nu People?
——The Origin of the Nu Ethnic Group from the Cultural Perspective

HE Lin

(Centre for Southwest Borderland Ethnic Minority Studies, Yunnan University, Yunnan Kunming 650091 ,China)

Abstract; In the field of ethnological researches, there is still no clear reorganization about the origin and evolution of the Nu Ethnic Group

because of the influence from the factors such as its construction model. Besides the construction model, it is easy for us to find the different
history and cultural characteristics from different groups of the Nu people. The Nu ethic group in Chinese literary tradition and from the ethnic
identification includes four groups sharing the similar pronunciation of the nationality names and Chinese characters and the four belong to two

different language branches or two historical and cultural categories, and the name “Nu” is the evolution of one of the groups.
Key words: the Nu ethic group;the different ethnic groups of the Nu;the origin of the ethnic group ;the evolution of the ethnic name;

cultural characteristics
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