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Study on the Transformation of Disaster Relief in the Southwest Frontiers in the Late Ming Dynasty

—Taking the Flood Disaster in Yunnan Province in 1625 as an Example

DU Xiangyu

(Southwest Institute of Environmental History, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650091)

Abstract: At the end of the Ming Dynasty, the domination of the famine policies in the southwestern frontier was transferred from the

central government to the local governments and folk powers. The records of the contemporary Yunnan provincial governors were collect-
ed in some documents, including the terrible flood in 1625 and the relevant measures which are the important historical materials to show
the functions and its transferring of the disaster relief in the late Ming dynasty. In the disaster relief, the famine relief mechanism was
transferred and formed, which was the combination of disaster relief from both the governments and citizens.
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