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On the Case of “Stealing Treasures” in the Late Ming Dynasty

YANG Zhengwei

(Office of Academic Research, Kunming University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650214)

Abstract: As a minor episode of the case of moving the palace in the late Ming Dynasty, the case of stealing treasures was first put for-

ward by Yang Lian, a member of Donglin Party. It is not true that he joined in impeaching Wei Zhongxian to steal treasures, but Wei

Zhongxian still relied on the rescue from Wang An, the eunuch, to avoid punishment. Since the late Ming Dynasty, different opinions

on the relationship between Yang Lian and Wang An in the event of palace removal reflect the different evaluations to the event and the

behaviors and moralities of Donglin Party members, as well as their different standpoints and attitudes towards Donglin Party and the po-

litical disputes in the late Ming Dynasty. The contradiction between Yang Lian and Wang An about Wei Zhongxian's participation and

protection should be Wang An's intention, probably because of the royal struggles which is also the proof of Wang An’s overwhelming

power.
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