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On the Imitation from the Writings about Refusal by Dai Liang, Song Lian and
Tang Xianzu to the Letter to Shan Juyuan by Ji Kang

XU Yongming
(College of Humanities, Zhejiang University , Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China 310013)

Abstract: Letter Breaking off Relations with Shan Juyuan by Ji Kang was the masterpiece of letters in Chinese literary history and many
imitations were found in the subsequent generations. The preface by Dai Liang in the late Yuan dynasty was the endorsement for Song
Lian. The letter by Song Lian expressed his refusal to emperor Zhu Yuanzhang’ s invitation to serve the government and the letter by
Tang Xianzu, imitating the letter by Ji Kang and the writing by Song Lian, declared his reasons for being unwilling to go to the north and
serve the government. In fact, his refusal meant his unwillingness to serve the rulers in Beijing, and demonstrated his quality of fair-
ness.
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