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On the Difficulties of the Chinese Vowels Acquisition for Lao Students
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(1. College of Humanities, Kunming University, Yunnan Kunming 650214 ,China;
2. School for the Study of the Minorities, Yunnan University, Yunnan kunming 650091, China)

Abstract: Mother tongue is the main barrier for the second language acquisition. Influenced by the phonetic system from the target
language, the process of phonetic acquisition for the second language should be consulted with the phonetic system from the
learners’ mother tongue. The comparison between the vowels systems from Chinese and Lao languages with the approaches of mod-
ern phonology and experimental phonetics is helpful for teachers to learn about the difficulties of the Chinese vowels acquisition for
Lao students, who have to learn Chinese from the very beginning, and solve the different mistakes in their process of learning Chi-
nese vowels.
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