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Transition and Reconstruction of the Symbolic Connotation of the Traditional

Dong Dwelling: From an Acculturation Perspective

ZHAO Qiao-yan
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2. The Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100081 , China)

Abstract : Under the shock of modern culture, acculturation produced negative impact on symbolic connotation of traditional dwellings of

Dong people. Traditional Dong dwellings have positive influence on many aspects as the enhancement of the ethnic and social recogni-

tion, ethnic culture inheriting and so on. However, with the pursuit for modernity and governmental guidance and interference, tradi-

tional Dong dwelling appears weakening symbolic connotation and strengthening materiality with such multi-expression as obscure dis-

tinction of religion and popularity, simplification of traditional worship ceremony and the substitution of social and authorial structures.

The exploration of a new integration of traditional and modern culture can reconstruct the value of the symbolic connotation of the tradi-

tional dwellings for Dong people.
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