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Discipline and Negotiation : Urban Writing in Chinese Children’s Literature Dated from the 1990’s

XIANG Lidong

(College of Arts, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, China 210097)

Abstract: Dated from 1990s, limited urban space in Chinese children’s literature shows the counterbalance between adults and chil-

dren. In the writing, the diversity and enlargement of the children’s activity areas are represented in the texts on one hand and children

are under the more centralized domination of power in the limited urban space compared with unlimited nature on the other hand. Chil-

dren actively take part in the discipline and negotiation of their own social space and power fields and this is also important for modern

childhood spirit though children cannot completely get rid of adult power from space.
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