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Measures of GoodHarvest and Poor Harvest: The Changes of Expectation

of Fishery and the Idea of Sustainable Development

WANG Nan
(Institute of Chinese Borderland Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China 100732)

Abstract: In the process of the transformation from self-supporting production to commercial fishing, the scale of the fishery activities
ranges from harvest to poor harvest. Fishermen in traditional times defined “poor harvests” as hunger and poverty, while modrn people
have adopted the term to describe the yields which cannot meet the social expectations, and they even extend its connotation to com-
plaints about the instability of marine ecosystems. Understanding the connotation of sustainable development of fishery relies on both the
scientific model and the interaction between nature and humanity. With the cautious optimistic attitude, environmental historians should
look for the balance between the fragility of the ecosystem and its recovering potential,, as well asthe balance between the sense of crisis
of human society and its adaptability.
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