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On the Images of the Silly Sons in European Folk Fairy Tales from the Perspective of Growth

HONG Chenying
(College of Humanities, Zhejinag Normal University, Jinhua, Zhejiang, China 321004 )

Abstract; In the European folk fairy tales, the silly sons are not only the third oldests in the families who are humble in the families,

are unwilling to work and are bullied, but also the heroes who leave their homes positively with firm goals and strong power. Under the

guidance of the unconsciousness, they embark on the journeys of quest for the independent lives and mature personalities. The jorneys

for them are full of phychological connotations with presentation of the eternal motifs and the European special social backgrounds and

historical culture.
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