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The Administration of Intermediate Zone between the Recruiters, Natives and Local
Officials in the South of the Five Ridges in the Ming Dynasty

HU Xiaoan
(College of Ethnology and Sociology, Guangxi University of Nationalities, Nanning, Guangxi, China 530006 )

Abstract: There are ethnic group areas in the administrative region by the local officials for the south of the Five Ridges in the Ming Dy-
nasty. The similarities with different essence are found between the system of naturalization and the chieftain system. Then, the social
class of the recruiters and the tax management system formed. The former kept touch with the governments and the ethnic groups and the
latter was about the tax management between the recruiters and Taotong people. With the analysis of the letters and documents from Guan-
gxi and Guangdong provinces in the Ming Dynasty, the study of the formation, rights and responsibilities of the recruiters, and the inter-
pretation of the relationship between the governments, recruiters and Yaotong people, the complex political and ethnic relationships in the
middle and late Ming Dynasty are understood and the research perspective of the imperial politics from the border areas are advocated.
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