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Review and Prospect of the Research on Pestilence History in Ancient China in Recent 20 Years

WU Bowen

(Institute of Southwest Environmental History, Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan, China 650091)

Abstract: Since the 21st century, the study on the history of pestilence in China has entered a new phase. In addition to the research
paradigm of pestilence, there are also results based on medical research that are combined with theoretical knowledge involving sociolo-
gy, geography, psychology, computer science, and other disciplines, in which the relationship has been examined between pesti-
lence and social and environmental systems. According to the results of the research on the history of pestilence in ancient China in the
last two decades, it can be found that although it has blazed new trails to the study on the history of pestilence, there are still problems
such as inadequate construction of the theoretical framework, internal and external histories going their own way, imbalance in research
area, time and content, incomplete application of new historical methods and lack of realistic pondering. However, the study on the
history of pestilence in China has developed independently for almost a century, and it is these unknowns and imperfections that are the
intrinsic charm of the discipline and the future direction worth exploring.

Key words: ancient China; medical history; pestilence history; research review
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