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On Confrontation between Literariness and Childness in Children’s

Literature Translation .

A Case Study of Bronze and Sunflower

SHI Ying

(Department of Foreign Languages, Zhanjiang Preschool Education College, Zhanjiang, Guangdong, China 524084)

Abstract: The author and translator of Bronze and Sunflower maintain different attitudes toward literariness and childness of children’s

literature , resulting in significant differences in textual features of the original and translated works. The original work achieves the poet-

ic effect through semantic coherence of a certain distance, but, by contrast, the translated work shortens the cohesion distance of the

original text by changing thematic progression and using explicit cohesive devices. Literariness is the essential characteristic of
children’s literature and translators should not adopt reader-oriented strategies too much. After an in-depth understanding of the original
textual and poetic functions, preserving the literary style of the original work is the basic strategy and principle of children’s literature

translation.
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That evening Bronze (T1) //appeared on
the long main street, riding on the buffalo (R).

“What (T2) //'s going on now?” (R)
the villagers (T3) //wondered (R).

No one (T4 = T3) //knew where Bronze
and the buffalo were going (R).

Bronze (T5 =T1) //didn’t know either. He
(T6 = T1) //let the buffalo lead the way. He
(T7 =T1) //'d go wherever it wanted. He (T8
=T1) //just needed to be outside, to have time
to think (R).

Bronze (T9 = T1) //looked lost in his
thoughts (R). If he was aware he was riding on
the buffalo (T10 = T1 F 8 E /i), //he was
surely unaware of the curious faces peering out of
the doorways at him (R). The buffalo (T11) //
waddled along, rocking Bronze from side to side
like a boat on the waves (R). He (T12 =T1)
was looking not at the village but at the sky, the
late-summer, early-autumn sky, dark blue and
twinkling with the thousands and thousands of
stars of the Milky Way. The buffalo’s hoofs (T13
=TI11) clattered on the bricks of the empty

(17171 -72
street.
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